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care and handling of books is taught. A naturalists' circle
satisfies the cravings of the nature-loving or nature-curious child.
One will often find among older children a young biologists*
circle. This, like the chemistry circle, will be fortunate in having
a laboratory at its disposal. Then there may also be a con-
structors' circle, for children with the urge to make something.
An exploration circle is to be found in many schools. Here
children are encouraged, particularly in their holidays, to go out
surveying and exploring. There may be other circles besides
those I have mentioned, but it is a good enough list to satisfy
the child population. All tuition and materials are free. So
much for the school.
There are other organisations, only indirectly connected with
the school, that cater for the child's leisure. Every self-respecting
workers' club has a children's section for those of their members
who come to avail themselves of the club's facilities. Mother
and father must come to enjoy or improve themselves, but the
children must not suffer in the process. The cultural fund of the
factory allocates certain sums for this work. It pays for a super-
visor, instructors, and material. The club supplies the premises.
I visited many such children's sections, but the one that stands
out above all others is in a workers' club in Leningrad. We had
arrived there without any appointment, and learnt that the
dancing class was in the midst of a rehearsal for a demonstra-
tion. Entreaties prolonged the rehearsal. It was one of the most
delightful half-hours spent in the U.S.S.R. The children were
all under nine. They danced with a grace, a spontaneity, a verve,
and a freshness that one expects, but rarely finds, in accom-
plished dancers. The costumes had been made by the children in
the handwork circle. Instead of the elaborate rich embroidery
which is found on many national costumes, and impossible for
such small children to work, they had stencilled the designs on
the blouses and dresses, with the happiest results. The dances
were traditional dances of the different nationalities. That even-
ing will live long in my memory. The instructor was a young
man in the early twenties, who accompanied as well as instructed.